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talk This is an authorized transiation of an
loes article contributed by the Duce last year
he’s 10 the 1qth volume of the * Enciclopedia
ha. 9 lialiana.’ References to and some quota-
the tians from it bave appeared in the press,
ling Jut no translation of this statement by
us Mussolini of the philosophic basis of
ole W Fascism has yet been published in Eng-

lish—Epirors, ‘ Political Quarterly.’]

ATHEN, in the now distant March
of 1919, I summoned a meeting

- at Milan through the columns of the
Popolo d'Italia of the surviving mem-
bers of the Interventionist Party, who
d themselves been in action, and
 had followed me since the crea-
of the Fascist Revolutionary
ty (which took place in the Janu-
9t 1915), I had no specific doctri-
tude in my mind. I had a living
ce of one doctrine only—that
lalism, from 19o3—4 to the win-
914, that is to say, about a

of

By Bextro Mussorixi

Transiated by JANE Soames

From the Political Quarterly "
London Quarterly

decade. But, even though I had tak
part in the movement first as a my
ber of the rank and file and then la
as a leader, I had no experience
Socialist doctrine in practice. My ¢
doctrine, even in this period, had a
ways been a doctrine of action.
A unanimous, universally a
theory of Socialism did not exit
1905, when the revisionist mo
began in Germany under tf
ship of Bernstein, while
sure of the tendencies of
left revolutionary movement
peared, which, though never
further than talk in Italy,
Socialistic circles laid ¢
tions of Bolshevism. Reforn
olution, centralization—
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‘:, Socialist

o’sml]Az Lupa, and

6 S e Sociale-
's Diveni’e © g o cialism

[ ¢ ot
who .”]USC now € mﬂde to explate
its leSUltS. I]le P opalo

iven the su_btitle,
t};e?:rgo{ Ex-Service ‘Mer‘nj anrs, e
ducers,’ and the word pmf u(:emmwal
already the expression © ah et
attitude. Fascism was not t eb i
ling of a doctrine worked out before-

hand with detailed elaboration; 1t was

born of the need for action and was
ical rather

: from the beginning practi
I than theoretical; it was not merely

g another political party bur, even in
] the first two years, stood in opposition
to all political parties as such and was

itself a living movement.
a3 The name that I then gave to the
organization fixed its character. And
yet, if one were to reread, in the now
dusty columns of that date, the re-
port of the meeting in which the Fasei
: Italiani di combattimento were consti.
‘ tuted, one would find there no ordered
B e
Honw which wh(}:n ons, and aspira-
8 refined by time

¢The News-

] the present da
e bourgeoisie,” | sa)‘ir(;l then

d Pro--

‘¢think that they will §
conductors in us, they
deceived; we must start w,
.. . We want to accustom
ing class to real and effec
ship, and also to convinge ¢ 5
it is no easy thn:lglto direct an iy
r a commercial enterprica .
?ully- . . . Weshall corl;xpl:;? 3
rograde idea, technical op
.. . When the succession tq g
of government is open, we myg
be unwilling to fight for it, W.
make haste; when the Present
breaks down, we must be re,
once to take its place. It ig
have the right to the suceession.
cause it was we who forced the o
try into the War, and led hep to
tory. The present method of pg
representation cannot suffice; w
have a representation direct from
individuals concerned. It may be o
jected against this programme ¢h
is a return to the conception o
corporation, but that is no m
. . . Therefore, I desire that
sembly shall accept the revine

of national trade-unionism from t
economic point of view.’ '
Now is it not a singular thin
even on this first day in the"
San Sepolcro that word “corpo
arose, which later, in the cours
Revolution, came to express
the creations of social legislat
the very foundation of the ré

II

The years that preceded ¢
to Rome were years of greatd
during which the necessity
did not permit of researc
complete elaboration of doi
battle had to be fought in ¢
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- There was much dis-
villag rwhat was more impor-

o ’(I;u:ﬂor . Sncreg‘—--mﬁn d:u»:d.
a ie. Doctrine
it fnew how 1O e,

They_{u”v defined apd %“m:efull_v .clu_
benutld with hcadlmf_eb and para-
cidat® > night be lacking; lgut here
P EO’ cake its place, something more
Wﬂs_’.ve/faith. g

| o, anyone who can l(,(,cll.l rhe.
Even f— ;he time through the aid of
an? ticles, votes of congresses,
& arhes of great and minor im-
and SPGCCanyone who knows how to
poftm];e’,md'“.reigh evidence, will find
mseal"-'h‘ fundamentals of doctrine
that tset during the years of con-
> Ic:lwas PreEiscl_v in those years
gict: Fascist thought armed itself, was
[h?t dl and heg‘;;n the great task of
reh;lﬁiz’ution, The problem of the re-
E:gion petween the 1n_dnu]u:xl citizen

and the state; the allied problems of
authority and liberty; political and
social problems as well as those spe-
dfically n:ltl_onal" a solution was be-
ing sought for all these while at the
same time the struggle against Liber-
alism, Democracy, Soc 1lism :1'nd the
Masonic bodies was being ',‘.‘E‘I'ch on,
b ontemporaneously with the “puni-
. tive expedition.’

But, since there was inevitably
some lack of system, the adversaries
of Fascism have disingenuously de-
nied that it had any capacity to pro-
duce a doctrine of its own, though
that doctrine was growing and taking
shape under their very eyes, even
though tumultuously, first, as happens
tall ideas in their beginnings, in the
aspect of a violent and dogmatic
Negation, and then in the aspect of
Positive construction that found its
tealization in the laws and institu-
ons of the régime as enacted suc-

eve
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27, a‘l\d:

cessively i
1928 Y in the years 1926, 14

to-day Fasci 1S Means thay
sense up(j\c 13i':;,elfi_xi':lmtzlg g
has for.med 1ts own distinclzoal:\dnthers'
1ar point of view, to whi Pecul-
refer and upon which,
can act in the face of
practical or intellectyal
front the world.
. And above all Fascism,
1t considers and observes t
"“‘f{ the development of
quite apart from political considera-
tions of the moment, believes in nei-
ther the possibility nor the utility
of perpetual peace. It thus repudiates
the doptr_me of pacifism—born of a
renunciation of the struggle and an
act of cowardice in the face of sacri-
fice. War alone brings up to its high-
est tension all human energy and puts
the stamp of nobility upon the peo-
ples who have the courage to meet it.
All other trials are substitutes that
never really put men into the pesi-
tion where they have to make the
great decision—the alternative of life
or death. Thus a doctrine that is
founded upon this harmful postulate
of peace is hostile to Fascism. And g
thus hostile to the spirit of Fascism, =
though accepted for what use they
can be in dealing with particular po-
litical situations, are al! t§1€ It
tional leagues and societies, Wil
as history will show, can be scat
to the winds when once strong
tional feeling is aroused by any m
__sentimental, ideal, or pra cala
This anti-pacifist Spirit1s cart
Fascism even Into
individual; the proud mOEEO"

all Pproblems,
» which con.

the more

he future
humanity




4 iy * written clm
e und, is notonty
] of a wound,

the l:umdfa g:oic phiIosop_hy, not o'?w)f
f a polit:cal doctrine;
i combat, the
n of the risks that c‘ofml:;alt-
- lies, and a new Wway of life li?'e
jl[m];l Thus the Fascist accepts i
a;?i}l’éwes it, knowing nothmg}f Caon—
despising suicide; rather does le o
ceive of life as duty and struggle

conquest, life that should be high anld
full, lived for one’s self, but abo}\;e ij
for others—those who are at hand,

and those who are far distarj.tl; con-
:emporaries, and those who will come
r. :
af?le‘his ‘demographic’ policy of the
g régime is the result of. the abm’re
premise. Thug the.Fascmt loves in
actual fact his neighbor, but this
: ‘neighbor’ is not merely a vague and
) undefined concept, this love for one’s
neighbor puts no obstacle in the way
.of necessary educational severity, and
still less to differentiation of status
and to physical distance. Fascism re-
pudiates any universal embrace, and
in order to live worthily in the com-
munity of civilized peoples watches
its contemporaries with vigilant eyes,
takes good note of their state of mind
and, in the changing trend of their
interests, does not allow itself to be

- deceived by temporary and fallacious

appearances.

111

Such a conception of I

_Such Ption of life makeg
gg,:zfsm the complete opposite of that
R ine, the b_ase of so-called scien.
. ¢ ?:td arxian Socialism, the ma.

.ot conception of histor
- . ac-
flm_gt to which the his tory of hyl,lman
wlon can be explained simbly

ugh the conflict of interests among
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the various social groume .
change and develc’;;srl-f:,‘il‘,lis
and instruments of meﬁu
the changes in the €Conom
new discoveries of raw p, o
methods of working them,
inventions of science—hay,
portance no one can deny-
these factors are sufficieng |
the history of humanity ex
others is an absurd delusion,
now and always, believes ln
and in heroism; that is tg sa
tions influenced by no econgmis
tive, direct or indirect,
And if the economic concepg
history be denied, according tq.
theory men are no more thap, pup
carried to and fro by the way
chance while the real directix;'
are quite out of their control,”
that the existence of an unchar
and unchanging class war is
nied—the natural progeny 0
nomic conception of history
above all Fascism denies t
war can be the preponderant
the transformation of society,
These two fundamental cong
Socialism being thus refut
is left of it but the sentiment
tion—as old as humanity
ward a social convention
the sorrows and sufferings of ¢
blest shall be alleviated.
again Fascism repudiates
tion of ‘economic’ happ:
realized by Socialism and
at a given moment in econa
lution to assure to every:
mum of well-being. Fas
the materialist conception
ness as a possibility, and
to its inventors, the econ
first half of the nineteer
that is to say, Fasci



- equation, well-bein
calidit e ti{::ss,q which would reg_

hapPo the level of animals,
o thing only—to be fat
nd would thus degtrade

purely physical ex-
v

gocialism, Fascism combats
pole complex system o_f dem'(.p
the ¥ Heology and repudiates 1t,
Bt & its theoretical premises or

E | wh?therrlact;ca] application. Fascism
in lies that the majority, by the sim-
d;;‘ fact that 1t 1S a major 1‘t)y‘, can
¢ oct human society; it denies that
qumbers alone can govern by means
. of periodical consultation, and 1t
ofirms the imn}utab!e, bt’l:?-hﬂillj and

B itful inequality of mankind, which
' can never be perm:mcm‘lx' _!cvelc-_-d
through the mere operation of a me-

% hanical process such as universal

suffrage. The democratic régime may
be defined as from time to time giving
the people the illusion of sovereignty,

while the real, effective soverelgnty

lies in the hands of other, concealed

4 and irresponsible forces. Democracy

| isarégime nominally without a king,

but it is ruled by many kings, more

absolute, tyrannical, and ruinous than
one sole king, even though a tyrant.

This explains why Fascism, having

first in 1922 (for reasons of expedi-

ency) assumed an attitude tending

toward republicanism, renounced this

- t of .view before the March to

- Rome, being convinced that the ques-

e importance; and, after having
dled the examples of monarchies
republics past and present, reached
* conclusion that monarchism and
iblicanism are not to be judged,

THE DOCTRINE OF FASCISM

4 Df.POHtical form is not to-day of

as 1t werF, by an
e geyae . TR
ditional o?-n—poﬂtical"hmmﬁ ky
T Ounsfycho ogical—of a pa
Fascism su Teedes T
_Supersedes the antithes
monarchism or republicanism, wh
dem‘?cmf:y still tarries bene::th e
domination of this idea, forever point-
ing out the insufficiency of the first
anc forever proising fhoes NN
that thcrg arz r:;;ulig,c;ti‘r:lan be s
: nately re= .
actionary and absolutist, and also
monarchies that incorporate the most
ardent social and political hopes of
the future. P
‘Reason and science,” says Renan
(one of the inspired pre-Fascists) in
his philosophical meditations, ©
products of humanity, but to exp
reason as a direct product of the pe:
ple and a direct result of their action
is to deceive one’s self by a chimera
It is not necessary for the existenc
of reason that everybody should
derstand it. And, in any case, if'Su
a decimation of truth were ne:
it could not be achieved in a low:
democracy, which seems as fh
it must of its very nature extl
any kind of noble training. Th&
ciple that society exists solely thi
the well-being and the person
erty of all the individuals of
is composed does not app
conformable to
in whose workings the -
seems to be taken into con
and the individual ]
It is greatly to b°“'f°3"m@,
ch a conce

be interpreted in ¥a
end in a condition
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tion of the lowest

’
men. ) il
Thus Renan. Fascism denies, 11 de-
absurd conventxonal un-

mocracy, the ;
truth of political equality dressed out
in the garb of collective irresponsibii-

ity, and the myth of ‘ha_ppiness and
indefinite progress: But, if democracy
may be conceived in diverse fotms,—
that is to say, taking democracy to
mean a state of society 1n which the
opulace are not reduced to impotence
in the state,—Fascism may write it-
self down as ‘an organized, central-
ized, and authoritative democracy.’

V

Fascism has taken up an attitude of
complete opposition to the doctrines
of Liberalism, both in the political

E field and in the field of economics

8 There should be no undue exaggerﬂ;

b tion (simply with the object of im

i mediate success in controversy) of thé

importance of Liberalism in the last

century, nor should what was but o;
among many theories that a : ]
in that period be fi Ehpepsad
e put forward as a

gion for humanity for all. ti
present and to come. Liberal" s
ished only for half a cent g
born in 1830 in reacti ot I ves
Holy Alliance, which h:c? bagmns'C fhe
glt_h et of Gt een formed
nies of Europe back S feden
before 1789, and the hj e period
1ts success was the 2t poins of
eveI:n Pius IX was a {fl?;r;lgq.& Wi
mmedj ;

gan to deca:dy after that date ic b
a i Y3 for lf thc 5
o« of light and ho Yeas KeaB was
m&g@’f‘ }:vas a yearl') g’f g;jgonowmg
. The Repuhl: ness and
pubhc Of ROme was

THE LIVING AGE

dealt a mortal blow :
—that of Fran%_bgn;q
year Marx launched the In 4]
Socialist religion, the famous
nist Manifesto. In 18 51“&?\1&.

a

carried out his f ;
A’ étar and reignedaitr.x {;1?:1 i 5 lh |

when he was deposed ?_fe
movement as the COHSeY & B ated
military defeat that mus?l‘;en 5~
as one of the most decisiy e :
T'he victor was Bismarcke a h‘& ;
nothing of the religion of I?h B
the prophets by which th {5 accumt
revealed. at fai s ?motsa
And it is symptomati . augh
highly civilized ppeglpai:cathat ' ;1::3]
mans were completely ignjrathp’ ’ votmt
1.c11g1Q11 of liberty during th nto Perha
the nineteenth century. It i for bl
ing but a parenthesis, repre‘:m ;ﬂl :
! esert

thu't l\mly which has been all
ruh‘wl:ms Parliament ofl?'
which lasted only for a short |
Germany attained her national®
quite outside the doctrine of
ism,—a doctrine that seems
foreign to the German mind
essentially monarchic,—wh
;111;111 is the logical and, ind
torlcnl_ forerunner of a’nar
stages in the achievement of
unity are the three wars of ‘
fmf:i 1870, which were gu'id
Liberals’ as Von Moltke
marck. o
As for Italian unity,-
Liberalism is completely
contrast to that which it
work of Mazzini and Garl
were not Liberals. Had
It\}Tle intervention of the
> apoleon, we should not
ombardy; and without th
the again anti-Liberal
Sadowa and Sedan i

(
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never have gained the Liber

o ou{?enice in 1866, or been to ti;frl; ]f::l:ug We do not desire -

0 ce :Jer Rome in 1870- From 1870 De Maistre b has not éh‘oﬁa';u

:'blet"f': period began during which lute monarchyrhlat: l}“gh-Pries_t.,Abm_

{ O N e
accept-

: e ves had to rec:?gnize the ance of ecclesiasti :
; B e of e Gt Sow e sl i
o, g,;h.cl’ s it Was by the_decaden_ce of system ‘have bee cges of the feadal
ak Jefeat®® * 4 atavism In practice of society int n,” and the division
= utd:‘;u l;o says nationalism, futurism,  from outside, gngaﬁii impenetrable
: at, municati RO interCops
y. 'FaSﬂS“;_a of Liberalism, after having Fascizztf:ncgn;?: : tfhemselw.,_s; the
W gated an inﬁpity of Gprdian nothing to d% “':.;t}? au}tlhonty has
or e od to untie them in the A party that entirel such; a polifye
s ' Imﬂts]:L or of the World War—and is a fact entire?tlre Y gaverns s hias
513:5 ]-t;as any religion demanded of its  are no possibfe{':fz\:eliz:] sty
4 e such a monstrous sacrifice. Fascism uses in its constxs‘uocl:dg;r::}i:‘.

5 | jotaries ; =
: the Liberal gods were athirst ever elements in the Liberal, Socialist
2 3

e oy b w. to-day, the Lib -
: : oo 42 But now, to-day, the Lib- or Democratic doctrines still have a
ol faith must shut the doors of its living value; it maintains what may

- b en o e
Jeserted temples, deserted because be called the certainties that we owe

the peoples of the world realize that to history, but it rejects all the rest—
i5s worship—agnostic 1n the field of that is to say, the conception that
‘ndifferent in the field there can be any doctrine of unques-

cconomics and ) _
ofpolitics and morals—will lead, as 1t tioned efficacy for all times and all

has already led, to certain ruin. In peoples. -
v addition to this,_let it be p«;)_intcd out Granted that the nineteenth cen-

| that all the political hopes of the pres- tury was the century of Socialism,
ent day are anti-Liberal, and it is of Liberalism, and of Democracy, Gt
therefore supremely ridiculous to try does not necessarily follow that the ]-
outside twentieth century must also be a

e to classify this sole creed as
1 the judgment of history, as though century of Socialism, Liberalism,
5 | history were a hunting ground re- Democracy. Political doctrines
% served for the professors of Liberalism  but humanity remains, and it
4 dlone—as though Liberalism were the rather be expected that this will be
final, unalterable verdict of civiliza- century of authority, a century '

0 tion, left, a century of Fascism; fi
. Vi nineteenth century was a cen
: ) - dividualism (Liberalism al¥:
:' 5 But the Fascist negation of Social- nifying individgalis.m) it may
1 ! ’:;1’: t?l‘.‘mocracy and Liberalism must pected that this will be the
4 - 10t be taken to mean that Fascism of collectivism, and hence

. ires to lead the world back to the of the state. It 18 2 perie
4 ﬂ}of affairs before 1789, the date deduction that 2 nﬁwﬂ ‘

: seems to be indicated as the utilize a the_?':sn vialLs

trines.

g years of the succeeding semi- previous doc



B s
. ? is the
The foundation of F?}SClzﬁ;ractcr,
. Of the state, 1ts . con-
conception d its aim. Fascnslm o
an 5 bsolute,
: as an apsr
ceives of the stat h all individuals
only to ]e
: e
or groups “& heir relation to th
conceived of in the f the Liberal

Sta.te. Ihe CO“CEPUO“ e]
not dllit 0‘ a dMECtl“g fOlCe,
State 15

ment
uiding the play an.d‘ de\{elc(’)fli’a colj

Eoth material and "5P””t1”a ,that T

gective, b?d? t[c))uihg]efruen)c’tion of re-
te

ggll:fi?ng";:esults. On t.he qther h.::)r:i,

the Fascist state 1S itself cons\?lr %

and has itself a will and a persona 1Ly,

Thus it may be called the ‘ethic

E . state. In 1929, at the first ﬁ\;ejyearl}[f

-3 assembly of the Fascist régime,

k. said:— '

e ‘For us Fascists, the state 1s not
merely a guardian, preoccupied solely
with the duty of assuring the _per'sonal

, safety of the citizens; nor 1s it an
i organization with purely materllal
3 aims, such as to guarantee a certain
= level of well-being and peaceful con-
b ditions of life; for a mere council of

= administration would be sufficient
Rs to realize such objects. Nor is it a
28 purely political creation, divorced
= from all contact with the complex

r_naterial reality that makes up the
life of the individual and the life of
th? people as a whole.

The state, as conceived of and as
created by Fascism, is a spiritual and
moral fact in itself, since its political
Jl;ndlcal, and economic organization’
:uctl-l:e hation is a concrete thing: and

. A1 organization must be i it

e

ﬁzfn:fa?}? dev‘el_opment a manifesta-
€ spinit. The state j

: ' e is th

| gt;?lrz;:{:or of security both interna?

e ernal, but it s also the cus.-

AR and transmiter of the spirit

THE LIVI

NG AGE

of the people, as it has
through the centuries in |
customs, and in faith.

is not only a living realiey
present; 1t 1s also unked“
past and above all With g D

and, thus transcendj € fugy,. |
limits of individual lif:,git :he who md d
the immanent spirit of th: _;laﬂ'nekei
The forms in which States h; © mahe ‘
themselves may change, hyg th pare ftMC'
sity for such forms is eterna]_'e Or 0 ¢
It is the state that edu;:ag tﬁg c._:,tate
citizens In clvic virtue, giveae. :
consciousness of their’ a‘i’go?, dﬂ;glzr ot
welds them into unit ‘ W .
their various interestz’ t}}lli:?'- S8 '::b(i
tice, and transmitting to futy: inevi -
erations the mental con e state

: - ques . while a«
science, of art, of law, and ¢ dustry
darity of humanity. It leads me state th
primitive tribal life to that German
expression of human power w whom
empire; it links up through'th conside:
turies the names of those of its n -senond
bers who have died for its exist were le
and in obedience to its lawss it Adam !

up the memory of the leaderswhe
increased its territory and theg
who have illumined it with glo
example to be followed by
generations. When the conc
the state declines, and dt
and centrifugal tendencies
whether of individuals or of
groups, the nations where §
nomena appear are in their d

VII

From 1929 until to-da
both political and econ
everywhere gone to prov
of these doctrinal premise
gigantic importance is the
1s the force that alone can
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the dramatic contradic- indused
nca icalism, and that state of forcs 'c'))lf_aand in the m,

;'.5’ 0% hich we cai}l thﬁ crisis can  to that wﬁ{éhd::scipline,iﬁ
ate A with only by the state, as code of the coithe determine

the ween other sta?es. e the state to be l;try_ Fage
| the ba:(\ Tere i5 the shade E_bju ?_s Simon, body, at the s strong and org;
;l_;-e ho 1B the da‘w;ll Osfmt]e e;lauls: 11 .p[;FOﬂ upon broad and ;}mﬁlatlme b
Enelc jaimcd o o ‘e‘ssflr ar d:l or  Fascist state hag pdrar o e
io;:s - make xtselffum_lssc 0“;1])/(,1_1;;1_ Pll’f}; even the economic acvt&';n' Into it
ress are the ¥2 %r oo >sa_ * hation, and, through thvmes %
: (P); McCulloch, W Of n ﬁ: e second  social apd educationale coTpaAE

es- Uifof the last centu'ryé affirmed that created by it jts inﬂuel:nsnmqm,l
its : he State must inglmt;o Ii%tl}?fi‘ﬂthe every aspect of the nationc::i l:?aChm =
e __ janger Of govgrnl,gi o0 e hat includes, framed in their res cand
g R i che Englishman,  Bentham, organizations, sll the polifical) el
g to-day. t© C iy :.O,Ijm?t,m dnd nomie, and spiritual forces c;f c:hm e
ke -evitably invoked m'tu vention of the nation. ‘A
% , fate i the sphere of economics, A state that reposes upon the su -
> hile according to his theories in- port of millions of individuals wﬁ;,
. _ Justry should ask no more of the recognize its authority, are contin.
n W te than O be left in pc:tcer_()r the ually conscious of its power, and ar
: German, Humboldt, according to ready at once to serve it is not th
. whom the ‘lazy’ state should be old tyrannical state of medie

S considered the best? It is true that the lords nor has it anything in comme
3 second wave of Liberal economists with the absolute governments el h

were less extreme than the first, and  before or after 1789. The indivi
sdam Smith himself opened the door in the Fascist state is not anny
if only very cautiously—which but rather multiplied, just in
leads to state intervention in the eco- same way thata soldier ina r
nomic field, but whoever says ‘Liberal-  is not diminished but rather i
ism’ implies individualism, and who- by the number of his comrad
gver says ‘Fascism’ implies the state. Fascist state organizes th

~ Yet the Fascist state is unique, and but leaves a sufficient margin
anoriginal creation. It is not reaction- erty to the ind1v1dFla-1;
ary, but revolutionary, in that it deprived of all useless
anticipates the solution of the univer- harmful freedom, b“t _
sl political problems that elsewhere is essential; the demdm
"hiVe to be settled in the political question cannot be .
fild by the rivalry of parties, the but the state alone.
Xeessive power of the parliamentary VIII
gime, and the irresponsibility of iort.
litical assemblies; while it meets the g
lems of the economic field by 2 The Fascist St
M of syndicalism that is con- 0 the fact of
lly increasing in importance, as _that.,ij
Lin the sphere of labor as of which 18 S48
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but a
rofesses 1O theology> i
Lt and in the Fascist S
mesality, d as one of the

igi considere ot
e festations of the spirit 0

a :E' I)[()I d I]le FaSC‘St
man; :

ected. :
defended n

tried
state has never L N

m
God, as at oné ;
ol'vzrre an:i the wildest extremists of

the Convention tried to do; norl.d_aes
i :nly seek to obliterate r¢ igion
it vaimnly ¢ men as does Bol-
from the hearts of m he God
shevism. Fascism respects CHE |
of the ascetics, the saints, and the
heroes, and equally God as he lls
perce}ived and worshiped by simple
e' .
e%}l)m Fascist state is an embodied
will to power and government; the~
Roman tradition is here an ideal of
force in action. According to Fascism,
government is a thing to be expressed
not so much in territorial or military
terms as in terms of morality and the
spirit. It must be thought of as an
empire—that is to say a nation that
directly or indirectly rules other
nations, without the need for con-
quering a single square yard of terri-
tory. For Fascism the growth of
empire, that Is to say the expansion
of the nation, is an essential manifesta-
B ot asin
or rising agai e;)p s that are rising,
dence gareg T e b en9d.°f deca-
renunciati foays Imperialist; any
mncition o s f gy and o
adapted to m is the doctrine best
Tepresent the tendencies

e — THE LIVING AGE

and the aspirations |
the people of Ttaly,
again after many cgﬁ '
‘ment and foreign Servityg
But empire demap,
the codrdination of all
deeply felt sense of duty
fice. This fact explaing g
of the practical working o
the character of many for
state, and the necessari]
measures that must be q)
those who would Oppos
taneous and inevitable mgq
Ita]_v in the twentieth cen:
would oppose it by recalli
worn ideology of the nin'mg
tury—repudiated wheresg
has been the courage to
great experiments of soc
litical transformation; for
has the nation stood mo
authority, of direction, an
[f every age has its own
istic doctrine, there are
signs that point to Fase
characteristic doctrine -
For—if a doctrine must
thing—this is proved by
Fascism has created a
and that this faith is ¥
in the minds of men is
by those who have suff
for it.
Fascism has henceforth
the universality of all
which, in realizing th
represented a stage in
the human spirit.
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